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nic Hamiltonian and variational principle

@ The following lecture deals with the calculation of electronic excited state
properties (excitation energies, oscillator strengths, ...)

@ We will work within the Born—Oppenheimer approximation which means that the
nuclei (indexed as A, B, C, ...) will be at fixed positions Ra, Rg, Rc, ...

@ Therefore the electronic Schrodinger equation reads Av, = Ewv, |,

where W (r1, ¥z, ..., ry) is either the ground-state (/ = 0) N-electron
wavefunction, that we assume to be non-degenerate in the following,
or any of the excited-state N-electron wavefunctions (/ =1,2,3,...).

@ The (non-relativistic) electronic Hamiltonian equals (in atomic units)
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Electronic Hamiltonian and variational principle

@ We assume for clarity that the ground state is non-degenerate: E; > Ey when
I >0.

@ We will use real algebra in the following (non-relativistic quantum chemistry):
(V[®) = (®]W)" = (®[V)

@ The exact ground-state energy can be expressed as

Ey = m\&n<\U|Fl|\U> = (Wo|H|Wy)

where the minimization is restricted to normalized wavefunctions W (i.e.
(V)W) =1).

Proof: VW, [W)=> G¥,) with (V,|W,) =35, sothat (V|V)=C and

1>0

(WIAW) - B wv) =3¢ (( ( VAW, — By (W) ) 3¢t (E, ) > 0.
1>0 I>1
@ Note that, if W # Wy, then there is a non-zero index K such that Cx # 0, thus
leading to | (W|H|W) > E |.
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Variational principle for the excited states ?

@ Note also that the first excited-state energy E; can be obtained variationally under
normalization (i.e. (W|W) = 1) and orthogonality (i.e. (W|Wo) = 0) constraints:

£y = min (WIHW) = (W |H]w,)

Proof:
Since (W[Wo) =0=Co, W) =) G|¥) and

1>1

(VW) — E (W|¥) = ZC,(E/ ) 0.
1>2

@ Additional orthogonality constraints (i.e. (W|W1) =0, ...) enable to reach second
and higher excited-state energies.

@ Important conclusion: the excited states cannot be determined straightforwardly
by energy minimization. The ground state must be determined first, and then the
first excited state, and then the second excited state, ...

@ This is the reason why standard (ground-state) DFT cannot be extended
straightforwardly to the excited states.
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Two (completely) different paths towards excited states:

state-averaging or response theory

@ Ground and excited states (up to the state of interest) can actually be determined
simultaneously (all of them forming an ensemble) and variationally
(Gross—Oliveira—Kohn variational principle).

@ This approach is used in the so-called State-Averaged Complete Active Space
Self-Consistent Field (SA-CASSCF) method where a single (state-averaged) set of
molecular orbitals is used to construct all the states belonging to the ensemble of
interest. It becomes the method of choice when states are nearly-degenerate.

@ Note that, even though it did not draw much attention so far, an exact
density-functional theory (DFT) relying on state-averaging can be formulated, thus
leading to an extension of DFT to the excited states (will be discussed in the last
part of the lecture).

@ In most quantum chemical calculations a completely different approach is actually

adopted: time-dependent linear response theory. This is what standard
time-dependent DFT (TD-DFT) calculations rely on.
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Time-dependent Schrodinger equation

@ Time-dependent Schrodinger equation in atomic units: | H(t)|W(t)) = i%|\ll(t))

where the time-dependent Hamiltonian reads H(t) = H + V().

@ The unperturbed time-independent Hamiltonian is the usual electronic
Hamiltonian H= T + Wee + vazl Vne (i) X

@ In the following, the time-dependent perturbation operator ]A)(t) is an arbitrary
linear hermitian operator that does not contain any derivatives with respect to
time.

@ Example: in classical mechanics, the force applied to an electron at position
r = (x,y,z) in the presence of a dynamical electric field E(r, t) equals (in a.u.)

@ If the electric field is uniform and along the z axis, E(r, t) = £(t)e,, then the

potential interaction energy equals | V(r, t) = £(t)z |. Indeed, one can see that
F(r,t) = -V V(r,t) = —&(t)e;.

Emmanuel Fromager (UdS) ModPhyChem CNRS School, Lyon, France October 2017 6 /44



Time-dependent Schrodinger equation

@ Therefore, for N electrons, the potential energy that describes the interaction with
the uniform electric field can be expressed as

N
V() =£(t)) =,
i=1
which leads, in quantum mechanics, to the operator

N
V(t)=E(t)V  where VEZZ; X .

i=1

@ Note that, in the presence of an electric field, V(t) is a time-dependent local
potential (i.e. multiplicative) operator that will be denoted as follows later on,

V(t) — Z:V(r,-7 t)x

i=1

@ It should therefore be possible to describe the interaction between a
time-dependent electric field and electrons in a time-dependent extension of DFT
(this will be discussed after the "exact response theory” part).
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Time-dependent Schrodinger equation

@ If the electronic wave function is normalized at the initial time t = 0 then it
remains normalized at any time t > 0. Indeed,

d(W(1)|w(t))
dt

— ,%m(t)w(t)w(t)) + %(u:(t)m(t)lw(t» =0.

@ Adding a real multiplicative time-dependent function Q(t) to the time-dependent
perturbation operator V(t) is equivalent to multiplying the wavefunction by a
phase factor:

(A + Q(6)%) Wo() =15 Wa(e) & AON(E) =i S w(e))
where [Wo(t)) = e o 24T o lyi(e)) |

@ Consequently, for any observable A,
(Wo(t)|A[Wo(t)) = e o A7 e=1lo QA7 (i (1) Al w (1)) = (W(t)|A[W(t)).
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Time-dependent Schrodinger equation

@ In particular, the N-electron density is not affected by a time-dependent shift in the
local potential V(r,t) — V(r,t) + C(t). Indeed, in the latter case, O(t) = NC(t).

@ In case of a periodic uniform electric field with frequency w and strength ¢,
E(t) = 2ecos(wt) = e(e“"t + eﬂ“’t),
so that the time-dependent perturbation operator reads

V(t) = 2e cos(wt)V.

@ We assume in the following that the exact ground (i = 0) and excited (i > 0)
states of the electronic unperturbed Hamiltonian are known, hence the name exact
response theory:

Ay = Elw), i=0,1,2,...
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Linear response theory

@ Let us decompose the solution to the TD Schrédinger equation (TDSE) in the
(orthonormal) eigenvector basis of H: | |W(t)) = E Gi(t)|w)).

@ We assume that the system is in the ground state at time t = 0: |W(0)) = |Wo).
@ The probability of the transition 0 — j is  P;(t) = |[(W;|W(t))]? = | Gi(t)|.

@ It comes from the TDSE

3 . _ d -
3 C,-(t)(E,- T V(t)) Wy =iy [dtC,-(t) ;)
or, by introducing C;(t) = e \E1C(t),
_i(E— d
—2ie cos(wt) Z e ETERIC ()Y = aCk(t)

where Vy; = (WH\)\W;).
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Linear response theory

@ There is no simple analytical solution since the various time-dependent coefficients
Ci(t) are coupled by the perturbation.

@ Note that the coefficients Ci(t) are functions of both time and perturbation
strength e.

@ In response theory (also known as time-dependent perturbation theory), the
perturbation is assumed to be weak enough so that the coefficients can be
Taylor-expanded in e:

N aGi(t) e o Gi(t)
C’(t) - C’(t)le:O te 86 o 2 662 o
v 4 e
unperturbed linear response quadratic response

@ Inserting this expansion into the TDSE leads, through zeroth order, to

d .
TGO =0 = [ GOl =] = [W(t))l_o =€ "™Wo) .
0
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Linear response theory

@ We then obtain through first order,

—2i cos(wt) Zefi(Ei*Ek)f C,-(t)|€:0 Vi = i 9C(t)

dt  de |,

thus leading to, for j > 0 (since we are interested in transitions),

d 9G(t)

t 0

— 7]]40 |:ei(w+wj)t + ei(wwj)t:| ,

[N

e=0
where w; = E; — Eg is the jth exact electronic excitation energy.

@ Therefore, the linear response coefficients can be expressed as

9G(t) fd aG(r)
= A B
de |, o dr e |__,
= X(w) | T Z 1|+ x5(—w) {e_i(w_w)t_l]
where ‘ Xi(w) = —Vio/(w + wj) ‘
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Linear response theor

The time dependence of the linear response (LR) coefficients is completely
determined by the frequency-dependent coefficients Xj(w).

Note that the exact excitation energies are poles of the LR coefficients. In other
words, the latter diverge when w = wj (absorption) or w = —wj (emission).

These divergences correspond to resonances since

Pi(t) = |G = & | 2L

De + ...

e=0

In order to describe resonances, the use of so-called damped response theory has
become increasingly popular in recent years. It consists in considering the following
(more realistic) description of the electric field,

E(t) =2ce " cos(wt) = e(ei(“mt + e_i(“’_”)t),

where v > 0 is the damping parameter. Physically, 1/~ can be interpreted as a
lifetime for the pulse that is applied to the molecule.
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Linear response theor

@ In damped response theory, the LR coefficients become

oG(t) i(wtwj i)t —i(w—w;—iy)t
e |, = X (w) [T -1 + X (~w) |e Tt
where X/ (w) = —Vjo/(w + wj + i7).

@ Note that, at resonances, the frequency-dependent LR coefficients do not diverge
anymore: X' (—w;) = iVjo/7.

@ In physics, it is common to consider an infinite lifetime as a limit which means
v — 0t

@ Of course, the transition is only possible if the coupling term Vjo is nonzero
(transition rules).

@ It is common to relate the intensity of the transition to the so-called " oscillator
strength” £ = 2w;[Vjo|*.
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Linear response theory

. 0oar . Llroo o i A s .
@ Note that, for a single electron, [H, 2] = E[pz,z = —ip, since [p;, 2] = —i.
Therefore,

(W5|[A, 2]|Wo) = wj(W;|2|Wo) = wjVjo = —i(W;|p|Wo).
By using

(Wol [, 2] [Wo) = =i = > (("’Oﬁz|‘|’j><‘|’j|2|‘|’0> - <‘|’0|?|‘|’j><"’j|ﬁz|‘|’0>>7

j>0

we finally obtain the sum rule Z =1\
>0

@ Let us return to the N-electron case. In order to calculate the linear response of
the electron density, it is convenient to rewrite it as ‘ ny(e(r) = (V(t)[Aa(r) V(L)) ‘
N

where the density operator equals fi(r) = Z5(r —r;)X «— Dirac distribution !
i=1
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Linear response theory

@ The exact time-dependent density reads
nu(e(r) = Y G0 Gi(E) (Wil A(r)| W)
ik

which gives through first order in ¢,

Mw(t) (r) = ny,(r)

wit 0Gi(t)
+€i>ZO (e Oe

+...

- iwjt 8Cl(t)

@ Important conclusion: the exact excitation energies are poles of the electron
density.
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Linear response equation

@ Let us return to standard (non damped) linear response theory. In order to explore
approximate response theory (which is not discussed in this lecture), it is
convenient to rewrite the exact theory in matrix form.

@ We first collect all frequency-dependent LR coefficients Xj(w) = —Vjo/(w + wj)
into one single linear response column vector as follows,

- Xl(—w) -
XQ(—OJ)

Xi(~w)
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Linear response equation

@ The linear response vector is solution of the so-called "linear response equation”:
A B 1 0 X(—w) A%
([ B” A }*‘”[0 -1 D { X" (w) }:*{ V' ]
Y i
where V; = Vo = (V;|V|Wo), Aj=d;w;, Bj=0.

) E([)2] and VI are usually referred to as energy hessian matrix and gradient
property vector, respectively.

@ Indeed, if we introduce the normalized trial wavefunction

(W(C)) = Vo) + 2 im0 Gl Vi where C = {Ci }x>o,

\/ 1+ Zk>0 C:Ck
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Linear response equation

it comes

0’ A
0? ~

B = g |MEIAVE)||
o A

V= acj*[W(C)Vl‘V(C)) .

@ Note that exact excitation energies are obtained by solving the generalized
diagonalization problem

whose solutions are w = {wj},_; ,

(o & ]a@=o]g 5 A,

... (absorption) and w = {—wj},_, ,  (emission).

@ In the exact theory, the hessian matrix is diagonal. This will not be the case
anymore if approximate wavefunctions (HF, CASSCF, CC, ...) are used.
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Runge and Gross theorem

@ Let us consider the time-dependent Hamiltonian A(t) = T + Wee + SN v(r, t)x
and a fixed initial electronic wavefunction W(t = 0).

@ By varying the time-dependent local potential v(r, t) we obtain a map of
time-dependent densities n[v](r, t) = ny[e)(r) where W[v](t) is the solution to
the time-dependent Schrddinger equation with potential v(r, t) and
V[v](t =0) = W¥(t =0).

@ If two potentials v(r,t) and v/(r, t) differ by a time-dependent function, then
W[v](t) and W[v'](t) will have the same density at any time.

@ According to the Runge and Gross theorem®, the map of time-dependent densities
can be inverted (up to an additive time-dependent function in the potential). This
is nothing but the extension of the Hohenberg—Kohn theorem to the
time-dependent regime.

@ In the following, we will consider that v(r,t) = vae(r) + V(r, t) where V(r, t) is a
local time-dependent perturbation.

@ We will also assume that the system is in the ground state at time t = 0.
*E. Runge and E. K. U. Gross, Phys. Rev. Lett. 52, 997 (1984).

Emmanuel Fromager (UdS) ModPhyChem CNRS School, Lyon, France October 2017 20 / 44



Time-depende S equations

@ Like in the static case, the non-interacting N-electron time-dependent Schrédinger
equation can be simplified into one-electron equations.

@ For example, in the case of two electrons, the exact solution can be written as
d>(r17 ra, t) = @(rlv t)@(r27 t)

where [— %Vf + v(r, t)] o(r, t) = i%cp(r7 t).

@ The basic idea in standard TD-DFT is to make a mapping in the time-dependent
regime between the real interacting (and therefore difficult to describe) system
with Hamiltonian I:I(t) and a non-interacting system, in complete analogy with
KS-DFT.

. d

@ Therefore, by solving CDKS( t),

T+, VS t) x ]<DKS(t)

where ®5(t) is a time-dependent Slater determinant, we should be able, in
principle, to reproduce the exact time-dependent electron density n(r, t) of the
molecule.

© Therefore, for two electrons, we should have n(r, t) =2 ["5(r, t)|2.
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Linear response regime and adiabatic approximation

@ Consequently, if a time-dependent perturbation is applied to the molecule, the
linear (and higher-order) response of the KS and real densities should be the same

@ In particular, the poles of the KS density (which correspond to the poles of the KS
orbitals), should be the exact excitation energies of true molecule (!).

@ The exact time-dependent KS potential is in general unknown and difficult to
model (memory effects).

@ In the standard adiabatic approximation, it is simplified as follows,

0 Etixe[Noks (]
KS (t)
(ryt) = wne(r) + V(r, t) + 7&7('_) ,

v

where Epxc[n] is the (time-independent) ground-state Hartree-exchange-correlation
(Hxc) functional.

@ Note that, within the adiabatic approximation, the KS potential is local in time
(no memory effects are taken into account).
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Casida equation

@ Therefore, the (approximate) time-dependent KS equation to be solved for two
electrons is

B 0|0 0) =15 [o0)

3 Eiixe [2 |5 (r, t)ﬂ
on(r)

X

where b [o<] (t)E—%Vf—i— Voo (F) + V(1 £) +

@ Note that, in contrast to conventional wavefunction-based response theory, we
have to solve a self-consistent time-dependent equation (time-dependent density
functional perturbation theory).

@ In the following, the time-dependent local potential perturbation will be written as
V(r, t) = 2¢e cos(wt)V(r).

@ In the presence of a uniform electric field along the z axis, V(r) = z.
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Casida equation

@ Let us first consider the KS system in the absence of perturbation (e = 0). The
—iggt

time-dependent KS orbital simply reads ¢™5(r, 1.“)|€:0 =e wo(r)
where ¢o(r) is the ground-state KS orbital with energy eo:

(1574 ot e fimor

Vae () + 6n(r)] ><> wo(r) = eopo(r)

h
@ Consequently, in TD-DFT, the unperturbed Hamiltonian is the KS Hamiltonian h.

@ The perturbation in the KS system will be

e [2[0 (O] 5 [21o(0)]

V(r 1)+ 5n() 5n(r)
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Casida equation

In the following, we will use the ground (occupied) and excited (virtuals) KS
orbitals {pi(r)},_g,, . with energies {;},_,,,  as a basis for expanding the
'Eime—dependent KS orbital in the presence of the perturbation. Note that
hpi(r) = eigi(r).

By analogy with exact response theory, we therefore obtain
KS —ie;
P (r ) = e C()pi(r)-
The derivation of the linear response TD-DFT equation (known as Casida
equation) requires the expansion of the Hxc potential through first order in the

perturbation strength e.

By definition, the variation of the Hxc potential around a given density no(r)
equals, through first order in the time-dependent density variation n(r’, t),

r W(Sn(r'7 t)
———

O Enyxe [no + 5[1(1“)] 0 Exxe [no] . ’ 62EHXC[I70]
an(r) dn(r) _/d

kernel ! < firxe (¥, r)
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Mathematical interlude on functional derivatives

@ Let f:x+—— f(x) be a function of x. The derivative of f at x = xo is obtained
from the Taylor expansion (dx is a small variation of x around xp)

f'

X(Sx—&—fd—

2
> I X OX" 4+ ...

df
f(xo + 0x) = f(x0) + Ix

X=Xo =X0

@ Let S:n+~—— S[n] be a functional of the density n. The functional derivative of

S at n = ng is by definition a function of r that is denoted [no]. The latter is

on ( )
obtained from the Taylor expansion [dn(r) is a small variation of the density
around mo]:
_ 4S[no , 62S[no] ,
S[no + on] —5[n0]+/ e L' sn(r) //d i S n(e) +

@ Example: for the Hartree (or Coulomb) functional Eg[n] = //drdr | ’ |
— r—r

0Ex[no] , no(r') 82Enlno] 1
on(r) /dr r—r] ™ Saren) T r—v|
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Casida equation

@ In our case, no(r) = 2|po(r)|* and, by using Ci(t)|__, = dio, we obtain

2
—2|o(r)|?

2) e TG G (2)eilr )y () = 2 [o(r)]

71A6I— 8C,(t)
262 (e t T

i>0

an(r',t)

2 ’soKS(r', t)

2

@i(r/)<ﬂé(r/) + eiAs,-t 8CI (t)
. Oe

@o(r')w?‘(r'))

€ e=0

where Ag; = g; — eo.

@ Note that the two-electron KS wavefunction reads through first order

e (r, )" (ra, 1) = e P 0%p0(r1)po(r2)
Ci(eite oG(t
+eZe (ei+eo)t % B (@O(rl)wi(m) + 99:'('1)990(*2))
+...

single electron excitation !
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Casida equation

@ Finally, the (local) perturbation in the KS system equals through first order

2¢e cos(wt)V(r)

+2€Z iAe;t 8%(1‘)

Iy ZelAEf BC (t)

_ / dr’ e (¢, )i ) s ()

i>0

/dr fixe (r', F) o (r )7 (r')

i>0

@ By analogy with the exact response theory, we obtain for j > 0

4 9G()
dt  Oe

where (if| firxc|k/)

e=0

= [dr [dr o (

—iVjo

e i(wtAeg))t +e—i(w—AEj)t:|

. —i e:—Ae: 8C, t . .
72126 (As; Aj)t % <_]0|ﬁ1xc‘0’>

i>0 e=0
iy i(ae;+aee 0CT () ’
2i Z e J “oe S {Ji|frixc|00)
i>0 €=

1)@} () fite (r', 1) i ()i (r').
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Casida equation

When the Hxc kernel is neglected, the TD-DFT linear response equation reduces
to the exact linear response equation for the KS-DFT system. In this case, we
obtain (approximate) excitation energies which are simply equal to the KS
excitation energies ¢; — g9 with j > 0.

In a sense, KS excitation energies can be viewed as "zeroth order” excitation
energies if the Hxc kernel is considered as a perturbation.

In (non-relativistic) molecular calculations, the KS orbitals are real. Consequently,

(70 firwe |01) / dr / A’ go(r) i (1) frwe (7', o )i () = (ilfirwc [00)

In case of a charge transfer excitation 0 — j, the KS orbitals ¢o(r) and ¢;(r) have
no overlap i.e. @o(r)gj(r) = 0, thus leading to .

Consequently, in TD-DFT, the charge transfer excitation energy is essentially equal
to the KS excitation energy e; — o (usually lower than the true physical value).
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Casida equation

The Hxc kernel couples the time-dependent linear response coefficients.

Consequently, there is no simple analytical solution to the problem.

Casida™ has shown that a linear response-type equation can be written in matrix

form for TD-DFT, like in exact response theory. An important difference though is

that the hessian matrix is not diagonal anymore.

Indeed, by inserting into the TD-DFT linear response equations the decomposition
9G(t)

Oe

_ )?j(u.))ei(WJrAEj)t 4»)'"'<j(7w)efi(waEj)t7

e=0

where X;(w) and X;j(—w) have to be determined, we obtain by identification for
i>0,

(Ber —w) Xi(—w) = —Vio =23 Al (K(—) + X7 ()

j>0

and, with the substitution w — —w and complex conjugation,

(Ae,—i—w) 5 (w) :—V,O—ZZfI’fXC(N w)—l—X(w))

*M. Casida in Recent Advances in Density Functional Methods, edited by D. P. Chong (World

Scientific, Singapore, 1995).
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Casida equation
@ The latter equations can be rewritten in matrix form as follows,
X(~w) ] _ ,{ v }
* v )

( o A ))[EG

é p—
where V; = Vio = (0i|V]wo) = [ dr @i(r)V(r)o(r) with, for example,
V(r) = z for an electric field along the z axis,

Bj = 2ff,. #0.

*

W 3,

A,’j = 5,'J'A€,' + 2f}1{xc and
@ Approximate excitation energies &, can therefore be computed in TD-DFT (within
the adiabatic approximation) by solving the following linear generalized eigenvalue
equation, B
B |~ . |1 0 <
|: * A*:|A/—w/|:0 _1:|1\/7

N————
2

dimension: ( 2x number of virtuals)
31/ 44
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Casida equation

Note that single (i.e. one-electron) excitation and deexcitation energies only can
be obtained from the Casida equation.

Therefore, multiple electron excitations are simply absent from standard TD-DFT
spectra.

This limitation is due to the adiabatic approximation.

In exact TD-DFT, the Hxc "energy” Emxc[n] is a functional of the density n which
is itself a function of both space coordinates and time. Therefore, it incorporates
the evolution of the density over the time interval of interest [to, t1].

Consequently, any deviation dn(r, t) from the ground-state density no(r) will
modify the Hxc "energy” as follows,

0€Hxc
ngc[”O + 5”] - ngc[nO] + / dt/ 5:(r [nO]

oy [ ] for o i

fraxe(F', 1,1, t) = fiaxe(r, v, w)
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Casida equation

@ Using the adiabatic approximation simply consists in expressing the Hxc "energy”
in terms of the time-independent ground-state Hxc density functional:

Enln] — /t " dt Euee [(0)]

5€ch[n0] 6EHXC[”0]
on(r, t) on(r)
52 Exxe[no] 62 Extxec[ 0] (t —¢)

on(r’,t')on(r, t) - on(r')on(r) ——>

no frequency dependence !

@ Returning to exact TD-DFT, the frequency-dependent kernel makes both Aand B
matrices in Casida equations frequency-dependent too, thus leading to a non-linear
eigenvalue equation which can now give higher-order excitation energies, even
though single excitations only are described explicitly:

Aw) Bw) 1+« 1 0 |«
~ ok ~ % A - A
B'(w) A'w) M@= o o1 AW
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H, molecule (2129, cc—pVQ2Z)
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Excited states in time-independent DFT

@ DFT can be extended to excited states when considering an ensemble of ground
and excited states, like in statistical physics®.

@ An ensemble is characterized by the total number of states and the weights
assigned to these states.

@ The simplest ensemble consists of the ground Wy and first excited W; states, with
weights (1 — w) and w, respectively.

@ Variational principle for an equi-ensemble (Theophilou): if W and W’ are

orthonormal then A A
(VIH|V) + <\Il/\H|\U') > E+ E

@ Generalization: for a given ensemble weight w,

(1= w)(WIAW) + wW'[HW) = (1 - 2w) (W]H|V) +w( (W|H[w) + <w’|f4|w’>)
N— —

> E > E+E
@ Gross-Oliveira-Kohn (GOK) variational principle:

for0 <w <1/2, (1 —w)(W[HW) +w(V|HWV) > (1 - w)E +wk

*E. K. U. Gross, L. N. Oliveira, and W. Kohn, Phys. Rev. A 37, 2805
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Excited states in time-inde

@ The w-dependent lower bound ‘ E"=(1-w)E + wk ‘ is the exact ensemble
energy.

@ It is reached when the trial wavefunctions W and W’ are equal to the exact ground-
and first-excited-state wavefunctions Wy and Wy, respectively.

@ Note that the ensemble energy is linear in w so that the exact first excitation
energy w = E; — Ey can be expressed as

dE”

aE _ w=1/2  Fw=0
W= or w=2(E E").

@ Hohenberg—Kohn theorem for a two-state ensemble: there is a one-to-one
correspondance (up to a constant) between the local (nuclear) potential and the

ensemble density ‘ n”(r) = (1 — w)ny,(r) + wny, (r) ‘

@ Consequently, the ensemble energy is a functional of the ensemble density.

E. K. U. Gross, L. N. Oliveira, and W. Kohn, Phys. Rev. A 37, 2809
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Excited states in time-independent DFT

Proof: like in ground-state DFT, the proof is obtained in two steps.

step 1: Let us consider two local potentials u(r) and v(r) that differ by more than a
constant [i.e. u(r) — v(r) varies with r]. The corresponding Hamiltonians,

Alu)= T+ Wee + Zu(r,-) x and H[vV]=T+ Wee + Z v(ri)x

i=1 i=1

cannot have the same eigenfunctions. Indeed, if W is eigenfunction of both Hamiltonians
with energies E, and E,, respectively, then

(H[u] - Fl[v])\ll(rl, fa.otn) = (E,—E) x W(r,ra,..., 1)

= 3 (ul) = ) x W),

i=1
which, after dividing by the wavefunction and taking ry =ro = ... =ry =r, leads to
u(r)—v(r) = (E.— E,) /N < constant

which is absurd !
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step 2: As a consequence of step 1, if we denote W;[v] (i = 0,1) the exact ground- and

first-excited-state wavefunctions of H[v], it comes

(1 — w) (Wo[] | H[u] [Wo[v]) + w (Wi V]| H[u] W [v]) > E*[u]

where E"[u] is the exact ensemble energy of H[u].

Using  Hlu] = A[v] + XN: (u(r,-) - v(r,-)) % leads to

E¥[vl+ [ |u(r) —v(r)| x n"[v](r) dr > E"[u]
AR

where n"[v] is the exact ensemble density of H[v]. From the substitution u < v, we

also have
E*[u] +/ [v(r) - u(r)] x n*[u](r) dr > E"[v]

thus leading by summation to the final inequality

/ [u(r) - v(r)] x [nW[v](r) _ nW[u](r)] dr >0

£0

Emmanuel Fromager (UdS) ModPhyChem CNRS School, Lyon, France
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Ensemble density-functional theory

@ Like in conventional KS-DFT, a Hartree-exchange-correlation (Hxc) density
functional Ef,.[n] describes the two-electron repulsion in the ensemble. Note that
it is in principle w-dependent.

@ Exact ensemble density-functional xc energies can be calculated for model systems
like the Hubbard dimer™.

@ KS equations in ensemble DFT (eDFT):

( S bvnle) + [ o |:"f’;,)| + 5%%}8”)%(0 0]

where

n"(r) =2 <Z |s0ﬁ(r)|2> + (2= weh(n)]® + wlel (n)],

if the first excitation is a single electron one from the HOMO (H) to the LUMO (L).

@ Note that the ensemble weight w controls the partial occupations of the HOMO
and the LUMO.

@ Conventional (ground-state) KS-DFT is recovered when w = 0.

*K. Deur, L. Mazouin, and E. Fromager, Phys. Rev. B 95, 035120 (2017).
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B. Senjean, S. Knecht, H. J. Aa. Jensen, and E. Fromager, Phys. Rev. A 92, 012518 (2015).
Md. M. Alam, S. Knecht, and E. Fromager, Phys. Rev. A 94, 012511 (2016).
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B. Senjean, S. Knecht, H. J. Aa. Jensen, and E. Fromager, Phys. Rev. A 92, 012518 (2015).
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HeH* {115+ 2!+ R = 8.0a0}
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B. Senjean, S. Knecht, H. J. Aa. Jensen, and E. Fromager, Phys. Rev. A 92, 012518 (2015).
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H, {1'S},2'S}, R = 3.7a0}
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16th ICQC Strasbourg Satellite Meeting https://quantique.u-strasbg fr/icqc18-sat-strasbourg/

Strong correlation in electronic structure theory

Strasbourg satellite meeting to the 16th ICQC - France - June 24-27, 2018

Home = Homepage

* Session 1: Strong correlation in density and density matrix functional theories

e Session 2: DFT beyond standard Kohn-Sham DFT: multi-determinant approaches
and extensions to excited states

o Session 3: Strongly correlated electrons and electron transport
o Session 4: Methods for large complete active space calculations

o Session 5: Multi-reference quantum chemical methods
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